from Renovation: A Love Story by Ron Tanner

21: Why Renovation Takes So Long

We thought itd be easy
| to install our stove

U in the kitchen hearth,

It would be a perfect fit.
All we needed was a
gas line and some
electricity | let a pro
install the gas.

After the plumber did his bit, | thought Id have the rest done in a couple of hours.

But. once | got the electricity up to the hearth, | irealized | would need lights over the stove. And a fan.
So | drove to the nearest do-it-yourself store and bought lights and a fan,
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I realized that, in order to vent the fan, i have to dlear out the flue. | found
two flue chambers. One was supposed to be connected to the wate- heater
Jjust below the floor. But it wasnt connected. Because--l remembered--there
was this long pips that fell out of the flue when we first cleaned out the
hearth. |thought it was an old stove pipe. So | threw it out. Now | saw that it
was the vent pipe for the water hezter. There was no vent pipe in the other
chamber, So id have to get cne for that side too.

|
|
I I returned to the store,
I
|
I
L]

It was really dirty inside the chimney. 100 years of soot. | cleaned it out as best | could. This took hours, There were
aso loose bricks in there--a rezl hazard. So | mortared those in. Then linstalled the vent pipes. The pipes were eight
feet tall and seven inches in dameter. | cut straps out of scrap sheet metal, then used these to attached the pipes
Lo the masonry wilh masonry screws. This took a long Ume. It was dark and cramped inside the chimney. | bumped
my head and ebows many times. When | was done, | was not a happy man. il said | looked like | had been working
in a coa mine all day. 1 went to bed,

When | returned to the hearth on the third day, | thought | was almost done C]
because only (&) the lights and (f) the fan viere left. But | couldn’t figure out
how to hang the ights. They would have to be recessed out of sight. | decided
1would need to buld a frame to which | could attach a plywood canopy that
wiould hold the ights. © cover the plywood with aluminum sheeting to make it
look like stainless steel--itd be easy to clean too.

I didn’t have any aluminum sheeting. | had also run out of masonry
SCrews.

| returned to the store.




| created a "fan assembly” of piywood covered with sheet aluminum. it held both
the kghts and the fan itself, But | was so excited aboul getting it together, |
miss-cut the plywood tvice. Then,
after | fit the assembly into place
and screwed it in tight, | realized
the fan “asser nb|y" I didn't have the fan attzched to
the vent pipe. Sotook it out
recessed fan and ttached it (g)--with cne
lghts of those accordian type ducts
made of aluminum.

Now | was ready to run the
electricity up to the fan assembly.
But then | noticed that (h) all of the
brick inside the hearth needed deaning. new

mortar and then primining and painting--Jill and | had decided to paint
the hearth glossy white. But | had run out of glossy white paint.

I returned to the store.

It took two days for the new mortar between the bricks

todry. Then, at last, | primed and painted inside the hearth.
The next day, | was able to run the electricity up to the fan
assembly. This included (i) the installation of a light switch.

So there it was: done at last! It Lock only cne full week Lo put Lhe stove into the hearth. At that pace, | figured, k] have
the house done by the time | was eighty.




